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This unit will… 

• Encourage students to use descriptive language and art vocabulary   

as they talk about art.  

• Review terms and concepts to prepare students for their ZMA History field trip.  

• Show students how art can be a primary resource in discussing history by examining of a 

piece of artwork and engaging them in a history detectives activity.   

• Have students discuss art in a museum setting.   

• Guide students to create an artwork timeline, using their knowledge of Ohio history and 

works from the Zanesville Museum of Art’s collection.  

• Allow students to reflect on their trip to the Zanesville Museum of Art.   

• Allow students to demonstrate what they have learned about a period in Ohio history, 

using sensory details, through a creative writing/historical journal entry activity.    

• Connect unit learning to fourth grade Visual Arts, English Language Arts, and Social 

Studies Standard.   
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Materials: 

• Exploring Ohio’s History through Art Student Activity Guide  

• Pencils  

• Digital Artwork: Indian Encampment, Yosemite Valley and Their Future  

• Paper  

  

 

Vocabulary  

Advertisement       Gelatin Silver Print                                 Glass  

Illustration                      Lithograph        Oil Painting  

Unknown Artist        Primary Source                Portrait 

Untitled Artwork     Woodcut Print        Watercolor   

    

            

Unit Resources: 

Ohio History Vocabulary Definitions 

Additional Artist and Artwork Information 

Art as a Primary Resource 
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Activity One: Art Vocabulary  

• Remind the students that Art, just like Science and Math, has a distinct vocabulary that 

we can use to talk about Art in a detailed way.  

• Ask the students to take out their Exploring Ohio’s History through Art Student Activity 

Guide and open to the Ohio History Vocabulary page. The list of vocabulary is above; 

definitions are included in the Pre-Visit resources. 

• Go over the vocabulary listed above with the students using the Vocabulary PowerPoint. 

Ask the students what the words mean before you tell them the definitions. Definitions 

are also in the unit resources. Have the students fill out the vocabulary chart as you go 

over the terms. They will write down the definition, and sketch a picture that will help 

them remember the meaning of the word.   

• Let the students know that there are additional activities in their Student Activity Guide 

to help them become more familiar with the new terms.   

  

Activity Two: Practice Looking  

• Artwork: Indian Encampment, Yosemite Valley, Thomas Hill  

• Project the digital image of Indian Encampment, Yosemite Valley; ask students to 

examine it for one minute.   

• Remove the image. Give students time to write down everything they can remember 

about the painting.  

• Break the students into small groups. Have them share what they saw in the painting. 

Ask each group to create a list of what they remembered from the painting.  

• Have the groups share their lists with the class. Remind students that everyone notices 

different things about art.  

• Groups get one point for each thing they observed that no other group remembered. 

Keep score as you discuss.  

• Display the artwork back again. Ask the students some or all of the questions 

listed below:  

o When do you think this was painted? Why?  

o Why do you think the artist made this painting?   

     o What does this artwork teach us about the past?   

• Discuss the students’ responses.  Give them the Unit Three Artwork Information about 

Indian Encampment, Yosemite Valley by Thomas Hill.  

  

Activity Three: Art as a Primary Source  

• Explain to students that, before photography, before television, and before the 

Internet, humans used art to record the world around them. Historians imagine life in 
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times past by examining art – paintings, posters, architecture, photography, sculpture, 

even graffiti and doodles.
4
   

We can use art to unlock the past. (Please see “Art as a Primary Source” in the Unit 

Resources.).   

• Tell the students that they are going to examine another painting for clues to the 

past. Have them turn to the History Detectives Activity in their Exploring Ohio’s History 

through Art Student Activity Guide. 

• Project the digital image of Their Future, Jane Reece (1916). Give the students 

time to examine the image and answer the questions on the History Detectives Activity 

page.  

• After giving students time to work through the questions on their own, discuss 

them as a group.  

o Who in the art? How many men and women, children and adults did Reece 

include? 

o What are the people wearing? Are they holding or carrying anything? What 

do those objects tell us about the time period or their jobs?  

o What is the setting of this artwork? Does this remind you of a place you have 

seen before? If so, where?   

o Imagine you are in the painting. What would it sound, smell, and feel like?   

o What type of art is this?  

o Who do you think created this source? Who is the audience? What was the 

purpose?  

• After discussing these questions, share the information about Their Future in the 

Unit Resources. Ask the students: How does this artwork help us understand the past?   

 

 

  



 
Zanesville Museum of Art Exploring Ohio’s History Through Art 

Unit 3-Ohio History 

 

 
42 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Advertisement:  

Something (such as a short film, illustration, or written note) that is shown or presented to 

the public to help sell a product or to make an announcement.   

Gelatin Silver Print:  

A general term describing the most common process for making black and white photographs 

since the 1890s. Consists of three layers – paper, baryta, and gelatin – on which an image is 

produced.   

Glass:  

A hard, brittle substance, typically transparent, made by fusing sand with soda, lime, and 

sometimes other ingredients and cooling rapidly. Blown glass is made using a technique of 

forming an object by inflating a glob of molten glass on the end of a blowpipe. Poured glass is 

made using a technique of pouring molten glass into a mold (also known as casting).  Art glass 

can be defined as any ornamental glassware made since the mid-19
th

 century.  

 

Illustration:  

A work of art created to accompany a story or other literary work in print. Illustrations 

usually appear in reproduced form in books, magazines, and newspapers.   

Lithograph: 

A type of printing process used to reproduce original works of art. It is authorized, and many 

times originally crafted by the artist or craftsman, but does not require metal etchings like 

traditional prints do. Instead, lithographs are made on a stone table or metal plate using 

various chemicals to duplicate the work. A chromolithograph is a lithograph with color. 

 

Oil painting: 

A piece using paint made from a mixture of powdered color and oil. Oil paintings are usually 

done on canvas that has been stretched over a wooden frame.   

Portrait: 

A work of art depicting a specific person.  A self-portrait is a portrait of oneself.  
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Primary Source:  

Information that comes from someone who took part in or saw what they are describing. 

These sources can make us feel as though we were there.  

 

Unknown Artist: 

When the artist of a work is not known.   

 

Untitled Artwork: 

A piece that is not named, not having a title.  

 

Watercolor: 

A type of paint made from a mixture of powdered pigments (colors) with a binder and 

water.  Watercolor paintings are usually done on heavy paper. Watercolor paint is 

transparent, meaning that you can see through it to the surface (paper) beneath. 

Woodcut Print: 

A term loosely applied to any printmaking technique involving a relief image cut into the 

surface of a wooden block. The wood is covered with ink and applied to a sheet of paper; 

only the uncut areas of the block will print, while the cut away areas do not receive ink 

and appear white on the printed image.    
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Indian Encampment, Yosemite Valley by Thomas Hill (1829–1908) 

 

• Date: 1863  

• Medium: Oil on canvas  

• ZMA museum label information: “What is this painting’s main subject, the Native 

American encampment or the majestic Yosemite Valley landscape? Hill, considered a 

Hudson River School artist, painted this magnificent and idealistic landscape to celebrate 

this emerging nation’s westward expansion. In the nineteenth century, as the United 

States increased its territorial holdings by removing Native Americans from their 

ancestral lands, nostalgic depictions like this one of the noble Indian became 

increasingly popular.”  

• Additional information: Thomas Hill was born in England in 1829; he moved to 

the United States with his family when he was 15. As an art student in his 20s, Hill 

sketched alongside members of the Hudson River School, and made his first trip to the 

Yosemite Valley in 1865. He is most known for his expansive landscape paintings of 

monumental subjects like Yosemite Valley, Mount Shasta, and the White Mountains. 

Like his fellow Hudson River School artists, his treatment of the subject reveals a deep 

awe of nature unscarred by war or industrialization. 
1 

Hudson River School painters 

created distinctly American imagery that documented westward expansion and 

presented an idealized image of the potential of the unspoiled land.  
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Their Future by Jane Reece (1868–1961) 

 

• Date: 1916  

• Medium: Gelatin silver print  

• ZMA museum label information: “Jane Reece worked in a photographic style that 

produced foggy or dreamlike images. She carefully manipulated the light and 

atmosphere to tell a story. Looking at this young couple with an infant on a farm, what 

do you think Reece means by Their Future.”  

• Additional information: Reece was born in West Jefferson, Ohio, in 1868. She 

moved to a town near Zanesville, Ohio, in 1879. She began painting and took up 

photography while recovering from an illness. In 1903 Reece moved to Dayton, Ohio, 

where she opened a photography studio. She originally did portraits; but she moved on 

to taking photographs with a more artistic vision. During the 1920’s and early 1930’s, 

Reece’s work was nationally recognized. She incorporated many styles into her work, 

and she continually experimented with her photography. Reece died in 1961.
2
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General Information  

• Primary source material comes from someone who took part in what they are 

describing. A quotation or a poem can be a primary source. A primary source can make 

us feel as though we are there at the event. 

• A secondary source is written by people who were not present at the events they 

describe. A secondary source may help us to see a broader view of events.
1
   

• Using primary sources can tap into your students’ curiosity and interest about a topic. 

Examining primary sources gives students a powerful sense of history and the 

complexity of the past and helps them develop the questions they need to ask about a 

topic. Students draw on background knowledge they already have and engage with the 

material.
2
   

• Guiding questions help students learn more about the topic and source. Who created 

this primary source? When was it created? Where does your eye go first? What 

questions do you have about the work and what it depicts? What was the creator’s 

purpose in making this primary source? Who was the primary source’s audience?  

• After answering more surface questions, help students to dig deeper by identifying their 

own questions for further investigation and developing strategies to answer them. The 

activities in Exploring Ohio’s History through Art challenge students to answer and ask 

questions about various pieces of art. Students can use this process when they examine 

other types of primary sources.
3
   

  

Using Art as a Primary Source  

• Before photography, before television, and before the Internet, humans used art to 

record the world around them. Historians imagine life in times past by examining art – 

paintings, posters, architecture, photography, sculpture, even graffiti and doodles.
4
   

• Using art in history lessons engages students and helps them develop critical thinking 

skills. Research shows that using art as historical evidence can reveal the spirit of an age, 

show how ordinary people lived, and demonstrate that writing history requires many 

different sources and perspectives.
5
  

 

Strategies for Using Art as a Primary Source   

The Describe, Analyze, and Interpret method gives students tools to examine a primary source.  
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 When they Describe, students state WHAT they see in an artwork: people, places, 

objects, colors, and writing. HOW are each of these elements placed in the work? Have 

students consider angles, proportions, size, front on view or profile, genre.  

 Students Analyze by figuring out WHY the artist choose to make this painting, sculpture, 

etc. Was it commissioned, made for a special occasion or event, or targeted at a specific 

audience?  

 Students should think about when and where the work was created and how this helps 

us to understand the time period as they Interpret.
6
   

 

These questions will help students figure out the purpose, time period, and subject of the 

primary source artwork:  

1. What type of art is it?  

2. Who or what is in the art? Count the number of men and women, children and adults. 

Try to identify the people in the art and consider physical characteristics that tell us 

about them.  

3. What are the people wearing?  

4. Where are the people?  

5. Are the people posed or has the artist caught them in action?  

6. Is anyone holding or carrying something that tells us something their occupation or 

social class or the event that’s depicted?  

7. Is there anything unusual about the setting of the artwork? Is there anything in the 

setting that happens more than once?  

8. What do the man-made structures in the artwork tell you?  

9. Are there animals? What could this tell you?
7
   

 

By using questions to help the students identify visual elements, you encourage to learn more 

about the artwork, the artist, and the history they represent.
8
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Activity One: Looking Activity with a Zanesville Museum of Art Staff Member  

• Students explore and discuss a piece of artwork, Untitled by Frank Wilcox, in the Arts of 

Ohio Galleries, with a ZMA staff member.   

• The ZMA staff member selects the discussion questions, which connect to the History 

theme and build on pre-visit activities. Here are some typical discussion questions:  

o   What title would you give this artwork, and why?  

o What is going on in this piece? 

o What does this piece tell us about history?   

o What time period is being represented? What clues help you figure out 

the time period? 

 

Activity Two: Guided Tour with a Zanesville Museum of Art Staff Member.  

 

• The ZMA staff member takes students on a guided tour through the Arts of Ohio 

Galleries in chronological order. Students will look for clues to discover when pieces 

were made, what time periods they depict, and identify major events in Ohio history.  

  

Activity Three: Create an Artwork Timeline   

• Students examine hard copies of labelled artworks with their dates missing, including 

these: 

Courthouse with Pigeon, Paul Emory; Motor Magazine, Howard Chandler Christy; Ohio 

Landscape, Unknown Artist; Battle of Mill Spring, KY, Carrier & Ives; World War II Poster: 

“Work on a Farm…This Summer Join the U.S. Crop Corps,” Douglass Conkwell, Office of 

War Information   

• Students use their learning from the discussion and tour to create a timeline using the 

artwork from the Zanesville Museum of Art’s collection. They work in small groups to 

complete this activity. 

• A ZMA staff member will assist as needed by asking guided questions and will verify 

when students have the correct order.  

• When all groups have finished, the ZMA staff member will lead a discussion on the 

activity.  

o Was is easier to figure out the oldest or the newest piece? Why?  

o What clues did you use to figure out where each piece fell on the timeline?  

o How did you use what you have learned about Ohio history to put them in 

order? 
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Materials   

• Exploring Ohio’s History through Art Student Activity Guide  

• Pencils  

• Digital Artwork: Indian Encampment, Yosemite Valley, Sherman’s Army Wagons 

Going Through Zanesville, Solving Their Drought Problems, and Delaware Water Gap  

• Artwork Handouts  

 

Unit Resources 

 Additional Artist and Artwork Information 

 

  

Activity One: Journal Reflection  

• Ask the students to take out their Exploring Ohio’s History through Art Student Activity 

Guides.  

• Have student respond to the following journal prompts.  

 How can a piece of artwork help us learn about the past?  

 What is something you learned about Ohio’s past through a work of art 

at the Zanesville Museum of Art?  

 Did the artwork remind you of a favorite place, person, or thing in your 

own life?  

• Have the students share their responses in pairs. Then select volunteers to share 

their responses with the class.   

  

Activity Two: Historical Narrative  

• Artwork Connection: Sherman’s Army Wagons Going Through Zanesville, Unknown 

Artist; Solving Their Drought Problems, Acme News Pictures, Inc.; Delaware Water Gap, 

John Jay Barber  

• Ask the students to take out their Exploring Ohio’s History through Art Student Activity 

Guide.   

• Project the three pieces of art listed above on the board. Tell the students that they are 

going to write from the perspective of a person living in the past.  Ask the students to 

pick one of the images as the setting for their writing.   

• Have the students write down the name of the artwork they have selected at the top of 

their paper.  Give each student a print out of the work they selected.  
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• Direct the students to write a journal entry on their paper from the perspective of a 

person who is living “inside the painting.” They should consider sensory details: what 

does it look, smell, and feel like? They will draw on what they know about the period in 

history to write their narrative.   

• Pair students to share their journal entries. Ask for volunteers to share what they wrote 

with the class.   

  

Optional: Final Project Introduction   

• If the classroom schedule allows, this is a good time to let students know what they’ll be 

doing for the final project. For information on this topic see the Final Project Content 

section of the Teacher Resource Kit.  
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Sherman’s Army Wagons Going Through Zanesville by unknown artist 

 

  

• Date: June, 1865  

• Medium: Woodcut print  

• ZMA museum label Information: “Ohioan, General William T. Sherman led his army back 

home after his famous march to the sea.”  
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Solving Their Drought Problems by Acme News Pictures, Inc., American   

 

• Date: 1934  

• Medium: Gelatin silver print  

• ZMA museum label information: “‘Saving their drought-stricken crops presented 

no easy problem to Ohio truck farmers who had no irrigation facilities. Buckets of water 

were carried through the fields and used in an attempt to save the water-starved crops. 

A typical scene is shown here, this group of children using water pails to save tomato 

plants.’ – Acme. In addition to the stock market crash that caused the Great Depression, 

a drought during the 1930s challenged farmers desperate to grow crops.” 
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Delaware Water Gap by John Jay Barber (1840–1910) 

• Date: 1887  

• Medium: Oil on canvas  

• ZMA museum label information: “Barber, trained to become a lawyer, but after serving 

during the Civil War, he returned home and chose the painter’s brush. The railroad lines 

and massive pillars in the river – showing construction of a new bridge – depicted signs 

of the Transportation Revolution. These developments not only made transport of 

Ohio’s natural resources and finished goods, roads, and rails also aided the 

transportation of people as the nation continued to grow, expand and received new 

immigrants.”  

• Additional information: Barber was born in Sandusky, Ohio, in 1840. He was a 

self-taught artist who pursued painting after attending law school and serving briefly in 

the American Civil war. He specialized in landscape scenes, often set in Ohio and 

featuring cattle. The cattle Barber painted were often well known individuals, such as a 

Jersey cow named “Fannie” featured in one of his works. Barber won several awards for 
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his work and gained recognition across the nation. Former president Rutherford B. 

Hayes purchased one of Barber’s signature cow paintings in 1882.  
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Visual Arts Standards
1
  

• Perceiving/Knowing, 1PE - Use sensory details and descriptive language to identify and 

describe universal themes, subject matter, and new ideas expressed across arts 

disciplines.   

• Perceiving/Knowing, 2PE - Notice and describe different visual effects resulting from 

artmaking techniques.   

• Perceiving/Knowing, 3PE – Compare and contrast art forms, techniques, and functions 

and artistic styles from a variety of cultures and historical periods.   

• Perceiving/Knowing, 5PE - Link ideas in and design of works of art to the emotions and 

moods expressed in them.   

• Responding/Reflecting, 2RE - Develop and share their ideas, beliefs, and values about 

art.   

• Responding/Reflecting, 3RE - Recognize and describe the relationship of artworks to the 

social and cultural contexts.  

• Responding/Reflecting, 5RE - Refer to criteria and use art vocabulary when discussing 

and judging the quality of artworks.  

• Enduring Understandings, Literacy: As consumers, critics and creators, students evaluate 

and understand artworks and other texts produced in the media forms of the day.  

• Enduring Understandings, Personal Choice and Vision – Students construct and solve 

problems of personal relevance and interest when expressing themselves through visual 

art.  

• Progress Points - Express personal responses to artistic works giving reasons for their 

interpretations and preferences.  

  

English Language Arts Standards
2
   

• Language, Vocabulary Acquisition and Use - Acquire and use accurately grade-

appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those 

that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being and that are basic to a particular 

topic.   

• Reading, Craft and Structure - Compare and contrast the point of view from which 

different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person. 

(literature)   

• Reading, Craft and Structure – Describe the overall structure (e.g. chronology, 

comparison, case/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in 

a text or part of a text. (informational text)  
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• Reading, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas - Compare and contrast the treatment of 

similar themes and topics (e.g. opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g. 

the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. (literature)  

• Reading, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas - Make connections between the text of 

story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each 

version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text. (literature)   

• Reading, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas - Interpret information presented visually, 

orally, or quantitatively (e.g. in charts, graphs, diagrams, timelines, animations, or 

interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an 

understanding of the text in which it appears. (informational text)  

• Reading, Text Types and Purposes - Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.   

• Reading, Key Ideas and Details - Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a 

story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g. a character’s thoughts, 

words, or actions). (literature)   

• Reading, Key Ideas and Details - Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 

historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on 

specific information in the text. (informational text)   

• Speaking and Listening, Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas - Present information, 

findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning 

and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 

audience.  

• Speaking and Listening, Comprehension and Collaboration – Prepare for and participate 

effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building 

on others’ ideas, and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.   

• Speaking and Listening, Comprehension and Collaboration – Integrate and evaluate 

information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, 

and orally.   

• Writing, Text Types and Purposes – Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and sufficient evidence.   

• Writing, Text Types and Purposes - Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event 

sequences (orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator 

and/or characters, organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally; use dialogue and 

description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to 

situations; use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of 

events; use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and 

events precisely; provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or 

events).   
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Social Studies Standards
3
  

• Historical Thinking Skills: Historical thinking begins with a clear sense of time – past, 

present, and future – and becomes more precise as students progress. Historical 

thinking includes skills such as locating, researching, analyzing, and interpreting primary 

and secondary sources so that students can begin to understand the relationships 

among events and draw conclusions.  

o Content Statement 1 - The order and significant events in Ohio and the United 

Sates can be shown on a timeline. Expectations for Learning – Construct a 

timeline of significant events in Ohio and the United States to demonstrate an 

understanding of units of time and chronological order.  

o Content Statement 2 - Primary and secondary sources can be used to create 

historical narratives. Expectations for Learning – Research, organize and evaluate 

information from primary and secondary sources to create an historical 

narrative.   

• Heritage - Ideas and events from the past have shaped the world as it is today. The 

actions of individuals and groups have made a difference in the lives of others. o 

Content Statement 3 - Various groups of people have lived in Ohio over time including 

prehistoric and historic American Indians, migrating settlers, and immigrants. 

Interactions among these groups have resulted in both cooperation and conflict. 

Expectation for Learning – Explain how interactions among prehistoric peoples and 

historic American Indians and European settlers resulted in both cooperation and 

conflict.   

o Content Statement 4 - The 13 colonies came together around a common cause of 

liberty and justice, uniting to fight for independence during the American Revolution 

and to form a new nation. Expectations for Learning – Explain why the American 

colonists united to fight for independence from Great Britain and form a new nation.   

o Content Statement 5 - The Northwest Ordinance established a process for the 

creation of new states and specified democratic ideals to be incorporated in the 

states of the Northwest Territory.  

Expectations for Learning – Explain how Ohio progressed from territory to 

statehood, including the terms of the Northwest Ordinance. Explain how the 

Northwest Ordinance influenced the incorporation of democratic ideals in the states 

formed from the Northwest Territory.   

o Content Statement 6 - The inability to resolve standing issues with Great Britain and 

ongoing conflicts with American Indians led the United States into the War of 1812. 

Victory in the Battle of Lake Erie contributed to American success in the war. 

Expectations for Learning – Explain how the inability to resolve standing issues with 

Great Britain and ongoing conflicts with American Indians  
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led to the War of 1812. Explain the significance of the Battle of Lake Erie to 

American success in the War of 1812.   

o Content Statement 7 - Sectional issues divided the United States after the War of 

1812. Ohio played a key role in these issues, particularly with the anti-slavery 

movement and the Underground Railroad. Expectations for Learning – Describe the 

sectional issues that divided the United States after the War of 1812. Explain the 

role Ohio played with the anti-slavery movement and the Underground Railroad.   

o Content Statement 8 - Many technological innovations that originated in Ohio 

benefitted the United States. Expectations for Learning – Explain how technological 

innovations of inventors from Ohio or that originated in Ohio benefitted the United 

States.   

 


	Materials:
	Vocabulary
	Activity One: Art Vocabulary
	Activity Two: Practice Looking
	Activity Three: Art as a Primary Source
	Advertisement:
	Gelatin Silver Print:
	Illustration:
	Woodcut Print:
	Indian Encampment, Yosemite Valley by Thomas Hill (1829–1908)
	Their Future by Jane Reece (1868–1961)
	General Information
	Using Art as a Primary Source
	Strategies for Using Art as a Primary Source
	Activity One: Looking Activity with a Zanesville Museum of Art Staff Member
	Activity Three: Create an Artwork Timeline
	Materials
	Activity Two: Historical Narrative
	Sherman’s Army Wagons Going Through Zanesville by unknown artist
	Delaware Water Gap by John Jay Barber (1840–1910)

